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Hodgemoor Woods 
 

Policy on controlling wild cycling, e-bikes and other motorised vehicles 
 

Note to the committee of the Hodgemoor riding Association as a study document. 
 

from Marcus Bicknell 28 July 2025 

 
1. Forestry England policy on e-bikes 

At the meeting1 between Forestry England (FE) Hodgemoor Riding Association 
(HRA)(Susie Bicknell, secretary , and Marcus Bicknell, chairman) of 29 May 2025 we were 
confronted with the recent policy decision of Forestry England to permit e-bikes on their 
land.  

They show this on their web site2 as “Forestry England generally welcomes e-bikes 
on their designated trails, provided they are road legal and not modified. This means they 
must comply with the UK's Electrically Assisted Pedal Cycle (EAPC) regulations, including a 
250w output, 15.5mph motor cut-off, and pedal-assist only. Electric motorbikes, which are 
more powerful and lack pedals, are not permitted” and “These must be road legal3 and not 
modified. Visitors cannot use e-scooters as they are illegal (except on private land or as part 
of formal government trial).” 

Note that FE’s policy also proscribes “Designated Trails: E-bikes are generally 
permitted on designated cycling and mountain biking trails” of which there are none in 
Hodgemoor4. Therefore HRA will argue that in the absence of such trails, e-biking is not 
permitted in Hodgemoor. But by the same token cycling is not allowed either. 

 
2. Public Opinion 

The opinion of any sane-minded user of woodland, whether or not a nature-lover, 
would be against allowing any two-wheeled visitors going even faster than pedal bikes now 
or allowing any two-wheeler with a motor. E-bikes are in distinguishable from motorbikes of 
a similar power, for danger to walker, danger to horses, disruption to wildlife, damage to 
path surfaces and for riding off the surfaced trails. 

FE’s argument seems to be that they need to encourage people to take exercise and 
avail themselves of the forests “in this day and age“. They choose to ignore the argument 
that more exercise is taken when the bicycle does not have electric power. One wonders if 
they have been lobbied by a pro-e-bike movement or sucked into a trend which is out of 
control of the government. 

The outcry by pedestrians in towns about the danger of e-bikes on the pavement is 
even stronger than that of other road users at the lawlessness of e-bikes. 

The media reflect public opinion against the lawlessness and danger of e-bikes.  
There is strong support for requiring e-bikers to take a test and licence the rider and the 
bike. 65% of respondents felt that users should pass an official test before using e-scooters 
in public, according to GOV.UK (2023 report)5  

 

 
1 The minutes of the meeting are in Annex 1 at the bottom of this document. 
2 https://www.forestryengland.uk/cycling 
3 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/electrically-assisted-pedal-cycles-eapcs  
4 Search for Cycling & mountain biking at a forest https://www.forestryengland.uk/cycling#search 
5 https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/616008e0d3bf7f56080b1a51/perceptions-of-current-

and-future-e-scooter-use-in-the-uk-summary-report.pdf 

https://www.forestryengland.uk/cycling
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/electrically-assisted-pedal-cycles-eapcs
https://www.forestryengland.uk/cycling#search
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3. E-bikes in Hodgemoor 

The chairman and secretary of the HRA argue in favour of banning all e-bikes 
permanently in Hodgemoor Woods on the grounds that it is in an Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty (AONB), a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and a facility whose trails 
are created and maintained for the last 25 years by the horse riders’ subscriptions and their 
fundraising without any support from pedal or e-cyclists. 

SSSIs, for example, are legally protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 
1981, and it is an offense to intentionally or recklessly damage the protected natural 
features6. Within a SSSI “it is prohibited for any person to carry out the acts listed below; 

3.27 Driving, riding, propelling or leaving any mechanically propelled vehicle or any 
other motorized land-based craft (including hovercraft) elsewhere than on a highway 
or on a road. 
3.28 Pedal cycling (other than on bridleways, restricted byways and byways open to 
all traffic and/or surfaced routes)” 
 
It was only five years ago that FE obliged HRA to permit pedal cycles, not just on the 

bridal paths but also on the permissive horse trails. No consideration was given by FE to 
levying fees, as with horse-riders, to pay for the maintenance of the paths. Cyclists now 
roam the woods not just on the permissive trails but on every footpath and even free-riding 
through parts of the woods which wildlife such as muntjacs, roe deer, badgers, foxes and 
others depend on as their living habitat. With this in mind we could take the option of    
arguing for pedal cycles to be banned from the woods (other than the bridle paths where 
they have a statutory right) as a means of getting attention from FE. Taking this 
diametrically-opposed view to FE might be a good tactic even if we arrive at a compromise 
position, and the opinion of HRA committee members is sought. 

 
In any case, HRA’s position is that e-bikes (and any variant of something with 

wheels and a motor) be banned from Hodgemoor. 
 
Note that not even pedal bikes are allowed on any footpath in the country. Why 

would it make sense to permit bikes with motors into a part of the landscape that is even 
more treasured by the public and by wildlife? 

 
4. Policing bikes and e-bikes 

 
We pointed out to Forestry England in the meeting that there is no regular presence 

of Forestry England staff in Hodgemoor Wood to oversee the use of the woods by cyclists, 
let alone e-bikers. When we asked how they would enforce any rules prohibiting pedal bikes 
and e-bikes from free riding off the permissive trails they bounced it back on us by saying 
“you could report any abuse to us so that we could assemble a file of miscreants over time“ 
or words to that effect. They made no suggestion as to how one would enforce the rules in 
real time or identify two-wheeled users (by name, address, email address, phone number) to 
be able to take remedial action by contact with them afterwards. The FE policy confirms this 
less-than-effective stance; “Reporting Illegal Activity: If you witness illegal e-bike or 
motorbike use, Forestry England advises that you report it to the police by calling 101”. 
Anyone who has ever tried in vain to get police action through 101 for more serious crimes 

 
6 https://consult.defra.gov.uk/natural-england/byelaws-for-sssis/results/final-modelsssibyelaws.pdf 
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such as theft or assault knows how futile this is; I have never got through to a human police 
officer on 101 and often a long wait ends with the advice to report the crime on 
https://www.police.uk/pu/contact-us/ where I have never had any follow-up. 

At least with the horse riders, we have a complete list of those permitted to ride in 
the woods, with their contact details, and very occasional checks on membership status in 
real time, the knowledge of which serves as a threat to those wanting to ride without 
membership.  It is a matter of some satisfaction that horse riding without permission or 
horse riding off the permissive riding trails in Hodgemoor has diminished to insignificant 
levels over the years. 

 
5. Our arguments against e-bikes 
 
a. UK government legislation presently prohibits E-Bikes on Forestry Commission land. 

Section 34 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 (as amended by Schedule 7 Countryside and 
Rights of Way Act 2000) states that it is illegal “to ride/drive a motor vehicle on, 
common land, moorland, Forestry Commission land or any land that is not forming part 
of a road without authorisation”. We question what gives FC the right to countermand 
this law. 

b. Clauses s59 and s60 of the Police Reform Act 2002 provide for a range of penalties 
including heavy fines, and the power to confiscate vehicles and bikes which are used off-
road in a manner which causes 'alarm, distress and annoyance', which is the case with 
motorised bikes in woodland.  

c. An E-bike is a motor vehicle… there are no two ways about it, and the law applies 
whether the bike is an  ‘electrically assisted pedal cycle’ (EAPC) or not.  

d. If EAPCs were allowed then there is no mechanism to prevent bigger, faster and more 
dangerous e-bikes from using the woods.  

e. FE had in the last five years obliged HRA to allow normal pedal cycles to use the horse 
trails, which the horse riders maintain, without cyclists being obliged to contribute.  

f. E-bikes make considerably more damage to trail surface than pedal bikes.  
g. If E-bikes were given the same rights as pedal bikes in FE land in general, HRA could 

choose to engage with FE on the issue of permitting any bikes (including pedal bikes) on 
the trails, for the general good of Hodgemoor’s users.  

h. FE has no effective mechanism for policing cycling and e-biking in Hodgemoor. 
i. Hodgemoor is an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) 
j. Hodgemoor is a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) in which “Driving, riding, 

propelling or leaving any mechanically propelled vehicle is prohibited” (3 above). 
k. E-bikes are dangerous to pedestrians (note the frequent news of accidents in London 

and other cities) 
l. A wooded traffic-free site like Hodgemoor is a place where we can find peace, quiet and 

nature. Experts confirm that walking in woods is good for mental health7 
 
 
 
 
 

 
7 https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2020/08/walking-in-woods/, 

https://magazine.hms.harvard.edu/articles/walk-woods-may-boost-mental-health  and 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/mental-health-benefits-of-visiting-uk-woodlands-estimated-at-

185-million  

https://www.police.uk/pu/contact-us/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2020/08/walking-in-woods/
https://magazine.hms.harvard.edu/articles/walk-woods-may-boost-mental-health
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/mental-health-benefits-of-visiting-uk-woodlands-estimated-at-185-million
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/mental-health-benefits-of-visiting-uk-woodlands-estimated-at-185-million
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6. Next steps 
 
HRA recently confirmed to users that E-bikes  are not permitted, and this policy has 

the informal support of the two parish councils involved, Seer Green and Chalfont St Giles, in 
the interest of the public (https://hodgemoor.org.uk/e-bikes-not-allowed-in-hodgemoor/).  

This is a topic which I propose to submit to the annual general meeting of the HRA in 
November 2025 after which we could lobby through Parish councils, social media, the 
Chiltern Society, and executives in Forestry England and its mother organisation the Forestry 
Commission not only for a ban on the bikes in Hodgemoor but for banning them on any 
Forestry Commission land. 

HRA should consider running polls among users of Hodgemoor to gauge their 
opinions on e-bikes in the woods, and I would be willing to construct them and assess the 
results. 

It would be useful for HRA to have a sub-committee or volunteers to work on the 
arguments and the lobbying process, if the policy is agreed. 

 
 

28 July 2025, re-issued 19 October 2025 
 
 
 
 

from Marcus Bicknell, Chairman, Hodgemoor Riding Association 
A Charitable Unincorporated Association under the United Kingdom 2011 Charities Act 
Homefarm Orchard, Kirby Close, Chalfont St Giles, Bucks HP8 4FF 
Secretary: Susie Bicknell - Phone 01494 872447 & 07876 581144 
Email: susie@hodgemoor.org.uk   marcus@bicknell.com  

Website: www.hodgemoor.org.uk - Facebook:  www.facebook.com/hodgemoorwoods/ 
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